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Synopsis

Ronald Reagan was a Hollywood actor turned Republican politician known for his sunny optimism
and gifted salesmanship. He entered the White House in 1981, a time when many Americans were
wondering if their country’s best days were behind them. But things had changed by the time he left
office--the economy was thriving and the Cold War was coming to a close.The child of an alcoholic,
he was an intensely private man, yet he was so charming that he routinely befriended even his
enemies. Reagan was both a complex man and political figure, and his legacy strongly influences

politics today.
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Customer Reviews

Both a character portrait and an account ofA A Ronald ReaganA¢a -4, ¢s life and career(s), this
profile sheds as much light on his goals and outlook as it does on his accomplishments.
PortrayingA A his subjectA A as, in essence, a A¢ga —-A“lonerA¢a —A« shaped by his

fatherA¢a -4,¢s alcoholism and his motherA¢a -4,¢s faith-based optimism, Sutherland tracks
ReaganA¢a -4,¢s steady rise, notingA¢a -4 +and provingA¢a -a «that he A¢a -A“was
underestimated for most of his political career but found a way to succeed.A¢a —-A*A A The

authorA¢a -a,¢s generally admiring tone turns more critical toward the end, when the



PresidentA¢a -a,¢s A¢a -A“relentlessly upbeatAg¢a -A<A A (to quote his wife) attitude caused him
to lose track of reality during and after the Iran-Contra affair. Still, readers will come away
understanding how, for better or worse, Reagan has become an iconic figure in American and world
politics.A A Though illustrated with a paltry assortment of photos and capped by a rather high-level
reading/source list, this entry in the valuable Up Close seriesA A is a thought-provoking alternative

to the plethora of routine assignment titles. Grades 6-9. --John Peters

James Sutherland was a political reporter for a national news magazine for eight years, covering
George W. Bush during the 2000 presidential election and the subsequent recount, the September
11, 2001, attacks, and Senator John Edward’s presidential campaign. He is now a freelance writer

and lives with his wife in Brooklyn.
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